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PROPOSALS, &c: 


HEN I conſider the very dan- 
gerous ſituation of our affairs—a 
rebellion in America, which has 

been exhauſting our ſtrength for ſome years, 

and which is now ſupported by the united 
forces of France and Spain, and that ſome 
of our Weſt India Iſlands are already in the 
hands of France—lI muſt beg leave to ob- 
trude ſome thoughts on the Public, which 

I have been revolving in my mind above a 

year; and which my former frequent at- 

tendance in the gallery of the Houſe of 

Commons; my intimate converſation with 

ſome Miniſters of State, and many Mem- 

bers of the laſt five parliaments; my know- 


Ay ledge 


= 
ledge of accounts, and my acquaintance 
with trade and manufactures, perſuade me 
to believe, can alone ſave this Nation from 
the impending ruin. 

I am no writer; I never publiſhed a 
fingle page. I tremble when I think that 
the weakneſs of my pen may diſable me 
from carrying that conviction into the 
hearts of others, which is impreſſed on my 
own. But why ſhould I be afraid, when 
the arguments I have uſed in converſation 
on this ſubje&, have convinced almoſt every 
man I have talked with? and many gentle- 
men of high rank have told me, that it is 
my duty to offer them to the Public, 

I have no connection with, I have no 
means of acceſs to, any of the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration ; and yet I muſt humbly de- 
fire, that they would ſeriouſly peruſe what 
I have written ;—my conſcience would ac- 
cuſe me if I was ſilent. 

Before I offer my ſcheme, I muſt beg 
leave to ſubmit thoſe thoughts to the Pub- 
lic, which are the foundation of my opi- 
nion: And firſt, I will recite the prices 
which I remember were paid for ſundry 
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CF) 
kinds of proviſions forty-eight years ago, 
and compare them with thoſe that were 
lately paid in the ſame city. 


Beef, mutton, and veal, 14.2 a pound; 
lately 3 d. 2 n 


Hay at 21s. to 25 f. a ton; lately 45s. 
to 50. 


Straw at gs. to 10s. a load; lately 235. 
to 255. | 


Butter at 3 d. to 3d.4 a pound; lately 
7 d. to 94 


A footman's wages was 5 J. a year forty- 
three years ago, and is now fixteen 
guineas; a coachman's was 6/7. a year, 
and is now eighteen or twehty guineas. 

About twenty-ſix years ago, Port-wine coſt 
247. a pipe, and now ſells for 50 J. in 
London, Though part of this is an ad- 
vance in Portugal. 


The increaſe of Taxes muſt be the prin- 
cipal cauſe of this enormous advance. 


The next conſideration that occurs to my 
mind, ariſes from reflections on the Com- 
PLEX OPERATION of theſe Taxes on the 
price of every thing we purchaſe. 

A 4 When 


(8) 

When I aſſert, that a cuſtom of 20 per 
cent. paid on the materials of any manu- 
facture, produces no more than 15 J. paid 
into the Treaſury, becauſe Government are 
at the expence of collecting the cuſtoms, 
and employ a great number of cuſtom- 
houſe cutters to intercept all ſmuggling 
veſſels that ſhall attempt to bring any pro- 
hibited goods within the limits of any port 
(which are forfeited by a law I had the 
honour to propoſe about twelve years 
ago) —I ſay, when I aſſert that this caffom 
raiſes the price of the article 28 J. 15. 11 d. 
per cent. I ſhall with difficulty gain credit; 
and yet it is moſt certainly true: for the 
merchant who imports the material, adds 
the 20 J. which he has paid for cuſtoms, to 
the value of his goods, and charges a profit 
of twelve per cent. on the whole. He 
frequently ſells to the ſpeculator, who 
charges the ſame profit; the ſpeculator 
ſells to the manufacturer, the manufacturer 


to the rider, and the rider ſells to the re- 
taller. | 
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I have added a note *, to calculate the 
effect of this Tax; in which J have left out 
the ſpeculator and the rider, becauſe they 
do not always interfere. 

From theſe premiſes I can fairly con- 
clude, that a ſum, not exceeding 151. 
comes into the diſpoſal of parliament, and 
that 28 J. 15. 119, is raiſed on the ſubject. 


If you carry your ideas further, you will 
find that 1,866,666 /. 13s. 4d. 


Untaxed. Taxed. 
Prime coſt to the merchant L.100 — — L.100 — — 


Who charges 12 per cent. 
profit to the manufacturer 12 — — 14 8 — 


Whocharges 12 percent. profit 


to the retailer — - 13 $ 9 16 2 65 
125 8 91 150160 62 

Who charges d' to the con- 
ſumer — 6.1 eee 


140 9 10; 168 11 95 
140 9 loz 


14 


Fees at the cuſtom houſe, and the wages of a ſervant 
employed to enter goods, are not brought into this account; 


though theſe are very expenſive, and add much to the cal- 


culation, as they are incurred at firſt ; but I would have 
all my arguments within compaſls, 


raiſe} 


( 1 ) 
raiſed on the ſubject, produces but 
1,000,000 J. and that the enormous ſum 
of 9,333,333 J. 65: 8 d. brings only five 
millions ſterling into the Treaſury. 

But this is the ſimple operation of the 
14 Tax of Cuſtoms only. When we conſider 
[1 the Complex Operation of Taxes, our minds 
if are loſt and bewildered in the thought. 
it The thing is difficult, hat not inexplica« 
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i ble; it is not a gordian-knot : Non enſe re- 

1 cidendum; there is no occaſion for deſpair. | 

it Britons, you are famous for thinking deep- 3 

1 ly, as well as fighting bravely! As your 
ſoldiers and ſailors are the braveſt, ſo your 


authors are allowed to be the moſt grave 
and ſolid in the modern world; even by 
| thoſe enemies who are now united for 
| your deſtruction. To ſome of theſe au- 
} thors I muſt deſire your ſerious attention. 

4 But let me return to my ſubject, and ex- 
| plain what I mean by the Complex Opera- 
tion of Taxes. I muſt beg leave to recal to 


y your remembrance what Sir Matthew 
ö Decker ſaid, long ago, upon this ſubject. 
1 He took the ſthoemaker for his inſtance. 
He told you, that the ſhoemaker not only 

laid 


( w } 
laid the tax upon leather on the ſhoes he 
made, but intereſt for the money he ad- 
vanced on account of the tax: he was 
obliged likewiſe to add as much more mo- 
ney to the price of ſhoes, as every trader 
he dealt with for the neceſſaries of life had 
laid on their goods; and Sir M. Decker, 
enumerated twelve different taxes which 
the ſhoemaker muſt lay on, only that he 
may be able to ſubſiſt. From hence it comes, 
that farmers and labourers now aſſure me, 
they pay 6s. 6 d. and 6s. 9 d. for ſuch 

ſhoes as they formerly bought for 3 35. 6 d. 
only. 

Mr. Soame Jenyns's apologue of the 
Sand Man, who raiſed the price of his ſand, 
though he kept his aſs upon the common, 
and dug his ſand there, ſtill further illuſ- 
trates this ſubject. His neighbours ſaid, 
Why do you raiſe the price of ſand; it coſts 
you nothing? The man anſwered, It is 
true ; but you charge me more for lodging, 
for my victuals, for cloaths, and for my 
beer, than you did formerly, and I have no 
other way of raiſing the money. Thus 
Taxes accumulate upon Taxes, till the bur- 
den 1s become intolerable, 
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If then the ſimple operation of Taxes, 


which pay five millions only into the Ex- 
chequer, raiſes , 333,333 J. 6s. 8 d. on 
the ſubject, what muſt be their Complex 
Operation, when every man lays the taxes 
of all other people's goods with whom he 
deals, as well as his own, upon the articles 
he ſells ? I ſcruple not to ſay, that for five 
millions paid into the Exchequer, fifteen 
millions are raiſed upon the ſubject. Nay, 
if I aſſerted that Taxes raiſed four times as 


much upon the ſubject as they pay into 


the Treaſury, I think I ſhould not be miſ- 
taken. If we may judge of cauſes from 
effects; if we may juſtly reaſon from conſe- 
quences to antecedents, I think the proba- 
bility of my laſt aſſertion will be eſta- 
bliſhed. 

Thirty-four or thirty-five years ago, the 
writers on political ſubjects and finances, 
reckoned that there were ſeven millions of 


people in England and Wales; and that the 
annual expence of theſe, one with another, 


male and female, from the infant in the 


cradle to the feeble old man, was 4 J. 10s. 


each ' perſon, or 31,500,000 J. for the 
2 whole. 


7 


„ 

whole. An eſtimate, which I have ſeen 
within theſe five years, increaſes the ex- 
pence of each individual to 7 /. 10 6. nay, 
ſome have carried it lately even to 9 J. a 


piece; but 7 J. 10 5. only, adds 21 mil- 


lions ſterling to 31, 500, ooo l.; and 8/. 
10 5. increaſes the whole to 59, 500,000 J. 
Whence does this enormous increaſe of our 
expences ariſe, but from the accumulation 
of Taxes, from ſuch a Complex Operation 
of them as I have before deſcribed ? 
Before I mention a Remedy for this 
INCREASING Evil, I muſt defire my rea- 
ders moſt ſerious attention to another con- 
ſequence of Heavy Taxes ; which is the to- 
tal loſs of our Foreign Trade. Our freight 
is greatly increaſed by them ; all the arti- 
cles manufactured amongſt us, are ſo in- 
hanced in their price, that foreign nations 
will no longer purchaſe them; and by this 
means we have loſt moſt of the PORT U- 
GAL, the AFRICAN, and LEVANT 
Trades.—Let me be indulged in a conjec- 
ture: Is not this the latent cauſe of the 
American war? they knew where they 
could buy manufactures twenty or per- 


haps 
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haps thirty per cent. cheaper than they can 
purchaſe them of the mother country; 
and. I have indiſputable authority to fay, 
that they perſuaded the French to build a 
town and ſettle a. government at Cape Ni- 
cola Mole, and that there have been be- 
tween forty and fifty American ſhips al- 
ways in that harbour, almoſt ever ſince 
the laſt peace, exchanging the produce of 
North America for the manufactures of 
France, Our government endeavoured to 
put a ſtop to this illicit trade by the act 
which took the trials for ſmuggling out of 
the hands of the American juries, and eſ- 
tabliſhed courts of admiralty in their ſtead. 


The Americans, who would have been ef- 


fectually reſtrained from trading with 
France by this meaſure, could not bear it; 
and this laid the foundation of the Ame- 
rican war. 

But the Americans would not have 


dared to rebel, unleſs they had known that 


this Nation was overloaded with Debts and 
Taxes; and I believe it is certain, that 
France and Spain would not have ven- 
tured to declare publicly in their favour, 

but 


("89-73 

but for the ſame reaſon. I was aſſured by 
ſeveral gentlemen who were in France laſt 
year, that they were inſulted ſo much in 
all companies on account of the war, that 
they could no longer endure it. They were 
told, chat England was exhauſted ; that their 
National Debt would fink them; that if they 
made conqueſt they could not keep them, 
and that they were undone ; their greatneſs 
was at an end; and that Frenchmen would 
now reign lords paramount of the world in 
their ſtead. 

I hope the reader will pardon this di- 
greſſion, and give me leave juſt to mention 
(I believe this age is too enlightened to 
make it neceſſary to expatiate on) the con- 
ſequences ariſing from the loſs of the ex- 
portation of the manufactures, from this 
country to foreign parts. The conſequences 
are no leſs than the ruin of the manufac- 
turers, the ſtarving of the Pook, the reduc- 
tion of the rents of our lands and houſes ; 
which will be very ſpeedily followed, if not 
immediately accompanied, by a fall of many 


years purchaſls in the ſelling price of 
land, 


O ye 


— r 
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O ye owners of lands and houſes, of 
thouſands and ten thouſands a year, what 


will your poſſeſſions be worth, if the Poor 
muſt emigrate, becauſe TAXES have made 


the neceſſaries of life ſo dear that they 


cannot purchaſe them, and becauſe there is 


no employment for them in this country? 
Conſider what Sir Joſiah Child, a gentle- 
man of the greateſt judgment and the 


deepeſt reach of thought, has told you. 


He ſays, That it cannot be ill with 


© trade but land muſt fall, nor ill with 
* land but trade muſt feel it.” He has 


told you, ©* that high intereſt and heavy 


«* cuſtoms would ruin your exportation, 


and drive your people into thoſe coun- 
« tries where they could find employ- 


«© ment.” Both theſe evils are now accu- 
mulated upon this Nation, and to them are 
added the horrors of one rebellion ; and 
there was lately, immediate danger of ano- 
ther revolt. | 

Do not be deceived by an idle argu- 
ment I have ſometimes heard. It is faid, 
that theſe things have been formerly men- 
tioned as impending over the Nation, and 
that 


1 

that they have not yet come to paſs. Pro- 
vidence, it is true, has deferred the evil: 
The wonderful ſucceſs of the India Com- 
pany has cauſed riches to flow into this 
country; and, while America was grow- 
ing every year more populous and more 
opulent, her demands for the produce of 
the labour of the lower and middle orders 
of men, found a market for your manu- 
facturers, and hindered you from perceiving 
the gradual diminution of your exports to 
other countries. But I beſeech you to 
conſider how much the caſe is altered: 
America will be no longer a cuſtomer for 
your commodities now the French are be- 
come her allies; her trade will be trans- 
ferred to France to France, your deadly, 
your inveterate enemy. 

Let me now turn to the Stockholder. 
Is your caſe any better than the opulent 
Landholder? Muſt not thoſe Funds decreaſe 
which are mortgaged to pay the intereſt of 
the Debt owing to you ? Muſt not your 
Principal and Intereſt fink together under 
the weight of Public Clamity, and inſup- 
portable Taxation ? 


= I muſt 
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J muſt deſire the landed gentleman as 
well as the ſtockholder, to conſider, that, 
by the beſt calculations which can be made, 
the ſpecie of this country appeared to be 
above 20 millions ſterling, when the coin 
was called in a few years ago; and that 
the value of the circulation of paper, in 
various ſhapes, is computed at about 400 
millions; and that this 400 millions can 
exiſt no longer than Public Credit exiſts; 
in other words, that it depends upon opi- 
nion. What opinion the other nations 
of Europe have of your public credit, you 


may judge by the pretty general refuſal of 
the Dutch to ſubſcribe to your Loans for 


the laſt two years. It becomes you, there- 
fore, to conſider ſerioufly, how you will 
ſupport that Public Credit with which 
your opulence, I had almoſt faid, your 
exiſtence, is ſo intimately connected, 

I muſt now beg leave to call your atten- 
tion to another part of the ſubje&t; in 
which, though there is much room for con- 
jecture, ſeveral writers upon Finances have 
endeavoured to arrive at a tolerable cer- 
tainty. That is, they attempt to prove how 


much 


pf 
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much we pay for Taxes out of every pound 
ſterling, of each perſon's annual income. 


Mr. Hooke, a gentleman who wrote a 


pamphlet on this ſubje& about 30 years 
ago, in the laſt great war but one, met 
with general approbation; and he aſſerted, 
that the Nation paid between thirteen and 


fourteen ſhillings out of every pound of her 


annual income, to Taxes. The National 
Debt was prodigiouſly increaſed in that 
war; and in the next, though it was glorious 
and ſucceſsful, the burden fell ſtill heavier 
on the ſubject. Some writers computed, 
five years ago, that we paid no leſs than fix- 
teen ſhillings and fix-pence out of every 
pound, to the public expences, and to the 


Intereſt of the National Debt. If, then, we 


take into our conſideration the immenſe 
intereſt already incurred in this preſent 
war, I hope the writer will not be blamed, 
if he ſuppoſes, what he believes to be 


true, that this Nation now pays ſixteen 


ſhillings out of every pound of her annual 

income, for thoſe purpoſes. 
Though I have only mentioned the poor, 
the manufacturer, and proprietors of land 
B 2 and 


CC © Y | 
and ſtocks, I muſt not forget the Shop- 
keeper ; for every man of this denomina- 
tion feels the conſequence of Heavy Taxes; 
—there is no part of Great Britain that does 


not groan under this intolerable burden. 


But why do we groan under it? The 
remedy is in our own hands. The riches 


of this Nation are immenſe. Mr. Hooke, 


whom I mentioned before, computed the 
whole value of the real and perſonal pro- 
perty of this kingdom, at 2,100 millions 
ſterling. Mr. Pulteney, who has written 
accurately and thought deeply, has valued 
the landed property at 1,000 millions, and 
the perſonal at as much. If Mr. Hooke 
was near the truth, and he valued landed 
property at 1,000 millions likewiſe, it muſt 
be much more now, becauſe the rents of 
land have been generally advanced ſince 
his time, and improved likewiſe by the great 
number of incloſures that have been made 
in the laſt twenty-five years. It is not 


within the compaſs of my weak powers, 


or of my now limited correſpondence, to in- 
veſtigate, to aſcertain, the value of perſonal 
property; I muſt therefore let it reſt on 


the 
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the authority of the above-mentioned gen- 
tlemen. It is enough for my purpoſe, if 
both ſorts of property amount to 2,000 
millions. 

Every Engliſhman I have convert with 
is different parts of the kingdom, ſome 
foreign intelligence I have happened to meet 
with, and many authors whom I have con- 
ſulted in the courſe of the laſt twelve 
months, together with ſome foreign au- 
thors who have written on this ſubject, and 
many of our own writers for thirty or forty 
years paſt, all agree, that the NATIONAL 
DEBT will deſtroy this vaſt fabric of the 
Britiſh Empire. France, Spain, and Ame- 
rica united, are confident that they ſhall 
riſe upon your ruins. How glorious it 
would be to fruſtrate their expectations! 
An individual, private perſon, dares to think 
it is in your power. 

Your National Debt, funded and un- 
funded, it is ſaid, amounts to 180 mil- - 


lions, of which about 4o are due to fo- 


reigners ; the remaining 140 millions, at 
60 per cent. are worth $4,000,000/. 

One ſhilling in the pound only, of your 

+ real 
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real and perſonal property, amounts to 100 


millions, will pay off all that part of the 
Public Debt which is owing among your- 
ſelves, and leave a Surplus towards the 
charges of the war. I would name that 
Surplus, if I was able to aſcertain the value 
of that part of the Debt owing on Navy 
and Victualing, and Exchequer Bills. But 
the value of the Navy and Victualing Bills 
being about 89 per cent. they will call for 
29 per cent. more to pay them off; and 
the Exchequer Bills being to be paid off 
at par, will require 40 per cent. more than 
Stocks at 60 per cent. This alone will be 
no relief, unleſs Government alſo concurs 
in taking off Taxes to the amount of five 


millions ſterling, at the fame time, by act 


of parliament : to Government, therefore, 
I now humbly preſume to addreſs myſelf; 
and as the firſt Lord of the Treaſury is the 
active perſon in the Adminiſtration, I hope 
I ſhall meet with indulgence, when I ad- 


dreſs myſelf to him in the following man- 
ner: 


« My 


( $9) 


«© My Lok, 

«© HAVING been ſucceſsful many years 
ago in contriving acts of parliament, by which 
the Cuſtoms have been rendered efficacious, 
and the fair trader has been fully protected 
ever ſince, I venture to offer a Scheme to 
your Lordſhip, which, though it may be 
difficult, is not dangerous, and can be, I 
humbly think, upon above a year's ſerious 
conſideration, more eafily accompliſhed than 
raiſing the Supplies within the year ;—a 
Scheme, which, if carried into execution, 
will probably relieve this Country in her 
hour of danger ; will eſtabliſh her ſuperiority 
over all her enemies; and will give per- 
manency to that ſuperiority. It is no leſs 
than the payment of that part of the Na- 
tional Debt which is owing to the inha- 
bitants of theſe kingdoms. 

« It is, I think, proved in the preamble to 
this letter, that every man pays at leaſt ſix- 
teen ſhillings in the pound of his income, 
to the ſupport of Government, and to the 
Intereſt of the National Debt. It is ac- 
knowledged, likewiſe, that the manufac- 
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tures of this country will be ſo much in- 
hanced in their value by Taxes, that they 
will be no longer ſaleable in foreign coun- 
tries when the war is over, The removal 
of the load of Taxes is, then, the only way 
by which you can reduce the prime coſt of 
manufactures, and reſtore the income of 
individuals. But the Taxes are engaged to 
pay the intereſt of the National Debt, and 
cannot be taken off; the only method of 
relief, therefore, is, to pay off the greateſt 


part of the Debt, and to reduce the Taxes. 


* Now, if I can prove that it is the in- 
tereſt of every man to pay a Twentieth Part 
of his principal for this purpoſe, the buſi- 
neſs will be greatly advanced; and the 


_ owner of every kind of property muſt ſurely 


be ſenſible, that if he pays ſo ſmall a 
proportion of his property as a Twentieth, 
and Government will co-operate by a pro- 
portionable reduCtion of Taxes, thoſe he now 
pays will be reduced to nine or ten ſhillings 
in the pound ; and, in conſequence, he will 
have above as much more to ſpend as he 
had before; or elſe, which is the fame 
thing, perhaps he may buy twice as much 

with 
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with the ſame money. The Poor will be 
relieved, if my ſcheme is immediately car- 
ried into execution, becauſe they will never 
fall into the calamities which now await 
them an the return of peace; and the Rich, 
who cannot pay the Taxes much longer, 
will be enabled to go on chearfully, if their 
incomes are left at their own diſpoſal, by the 
diminution of Taxes. 

My Lord, this Adminiſtration are ex- 
perienced in Taxation. They know which 
Taxes inhance the value of our commodi- 
ties moſt ; which are moſt expenſive in col- 
lection: they are able to point out thoſe 
Taxes which muſt be taken off, to give the 
moſt effectual relief to the ſubject. In my 
humble opinion, thoſe which are laid upon 
the materials of different manufactures, or 
thoſe which are collected by cuſtom-houſe 
officers, will anſwer the purpoſe of reliey- 
ing trade beſt; becauſe then our manufac- 
tures will find their way into foreign 
markets. | 

* This Country is in poſſeſſion of five 
things, which would give us the preference 
to the whole World in Trade, if we were 


not 
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not overloaded and oppreſſed by the Intereſt 

of our National Debt. We have the ma- 

| terials of ſome manufactures; we have ſkil- 

11 ful maſters, and experienced workmen; we 

| | have a capital to carry on trade; and a body 

it of excellent laws, fuch as could be only 
| deviſed where the liberty of the country | 

115 admitted opulent traders of all denomina- | 

tions into her councils. Under theſe en- 

I couragements, and with theſe advantages, 

17 the balance of trade has brought, I believe, 

not leſs than two millions ſterling a year 

into this kingdom, for the laſt hundred 

years, This influx of wealth is now ſtop- 
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1 ped: if you would reſtore it, the obſtruc- 
1 t tions mult be taken away. 

14 «© We have now an immenſe income; but 
I it is ſwallowed up by the Iitereſt of the 
# 14 National Debt, and by the Complex Ope- 


ration of Taxes. Would your Lordſhip 
double the incomes of individuals? Let 
but each man pay a ſmall proportion, a 
Twentieth Part of his property, and the 
thing is done. The eſtate of each indivi- 
dual is now charged with a perpetual an- 
nuity, which abſorbs, annihilates above 

three- 


( i 1 

three-fourths of his income. Would any 
man of common underſtanding refuſe to 
buy off ſuch an incumbrance, by parting 
with only One "Twentieth of his principal? 
Would not he be reckoned a madman, if 
he miſſed ſuch an opportumty ? 

It may be faid, that this will raiſe pub- 
lic commotions : indeed I think hat impoſ- 
ſible, becauſe the populace will ſupport 
Adminiſtration, when a Reduction of Taxes 
is propoſed. 

«« But will not the trader think of availing 
himſelf of this opportunity to increaſe his 
preſent profits, and, by that means, diſap- 
point the expectations of the public ? 

« I humbly conceive this will not be in 
his power. There is ſuch a rivalſhip in 
the minds of all traders, that every man 
endeavours to increaſe his own buſineſs by 
underſelling, as the ſureſt foundation upon 
which he can raiſe a great eſtate ; and this 
rivalſhip will prevent it. Some men un- 
derſell upon this view; others underſell 
out of reſentment; and the traders rarely 
agree in any price, till they have reduced 


the prices of the articles they deal 1 in, to a 
living profit only, 


2 mal 
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1 ſhall be aſked, How this can be done 
now we are at war? to which I anſwer : 
It appears to me, that this is the beſt, the 
only opportunity. What I propoſe, being 
to be done only by exchange of property, 
there will be ſo much money paid to thoſe 
who have no preſent means of employing 
it, that they will readily lend, at a reaſon- 
able intereſt, to others, who will be diſtreſſ- 
ed to make their payments upon this 
occaſion. But the grand, the uſeful, the 
glorious motive for carrying this meaſure 
into exccution immediately, is, that it will 
ſtrike TERROR into the hearts of our 
enemies. Is this the Nation, they will ſay, 
whoſe reſources were exhauſted ? they have 
paid off a Debt of 140 million they have 
retrieved their revenue we muſt intreat 
for peace, or we are undone, 

4% have heard it aſſerted, that no nation 
ever kept their naval power, the command 
of the ocean, above a hundred years by 
their fleets, becauſe they were ruined by 
the expence. The aſſertion ſurprized me, 
and ſent me to the ſtudy of hiſtory. There 
I found it true, with reſpect to the Tyrian, 
the Athenian, the Carthaginian powers : 

the 
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the Venetians, the Portugueſe in the Eaſt 
Indies, were much ſooner exhauſted. The 
ſuperiority of the naval forces of this Na- 
tion was never clearly eſtabliſhed till the 
battle of Le Hogue, in 1692. It muſt fink 
very ſoon, unleſs the ability of the Nation 
to maintain it, is ſupported by the meaſure 
I have the honour to propoſe. 

I have for ſome time aſſerted, that the 
true cauſe of the American rebellion is 
concealed by both parties. It is this : The 


Americans knew where they could buy 


twenty per cent. cheaper than of us. They 
would not proclaim it to the world, becauſe 
it would have united theſe nations againſt 
them as one man. Government durſt not 
tell it, though they knew it was too true, 
becauſe it would have cemented the union 
of the Americans againſt us. If govern- 
ment will adopt this meaſure, the cauſe of 
the war will be removed ; every man's in- 
come will be at leaſt doubled; the war will 
probably be at an end very ſoon ; and the 
Naval Power of Great Britain will be eſta- 
bliſhed for another century ; the reign of 
our moſt gracious Sovereign will become 

9 one 
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one of the moſt illuſtrious that ever was 
recorded; and your Lordſhip's name will 
be for ever honoured. p 

* But ſhall I be too bold? May I be miſ- 
taken, when I deſcribe the ſad reverſe, if 
this meaſure is not adopted! Then I fear 
all our Colonies, all our foreign trade, muſt 
be given up, and our Navy muſt almoſt im- 
mediately decay, for want of money : our 
people will emigrate, for want of employ- 
ment ;—when they are gone, our lands 
will not pay their rents; our riches will be 
carried away by the emigrants ; our cuſtoms 
and exciſes will be infinitely reduced ; we 
ſhall not be able to pay the Principal or 
Intereſt of our Debt: Diſcontent firſt, and 
then Sedition, may enter into every heart, 
and this once happy Nation may become a 
field of blood. 

I call not upon Patriotiſm, I call on 
Self-Intereſt only, to adopt this meaſure. 

« Now invention is racked to find funds 
to pay the intereſt of the loans ; and, as the 
great Charles Townſhend foretold, they 
either prove defective, or they diminiſh 
ſome other taxes, 
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s « May not your Lordſhip aſſure the 
ll landed man, the country gentleman, that 
| two ſhillings in the pound of the land tax, 
— Will, sHALL be no longer looked upon 
if 5 but as a War Tax. 
ar 1 « Pardon me, my Lord, if I aſſert, that 
ſt the time of war is the moſt proper time to 
1— : do it in. Near half the trade of France 
ar and Spain is now brought into our har- 
= : bours : the inſurance they pay, of ſixty-five 
ds per cent. demonſtrates that I ſpeak within 
be  _ compaſs. The French and Spaniards, or 
ns their cuſtomers, purchaſe the prize goods 
ve here, and this cauſes a fluſh of money, 
or interrupts the exportation of the manufac- 
nd \ tures of France, and will increaſe our own. 
rt, Theſe exports will find employment for the 
2 Poor, and give general fatisfattion. Now * 
is the time to ſtrike the blow. If this is 
oh done, you need not reſtore a foot of land 
in the Eaſt Indies to France, nor ever ſuffer 
\ds that perfidious nation to ſend a ſhip to the 
ke Banks of Newfoundland ; — their naval 
ey power will be annihilated for ever. 
iſh * If 140 millions of our Debt were paid 
off, land would riſe. What a comfort 
ay would that be to all thoſe whoſe eſtates are 


incumbered ; 
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incumbered ; and they are a very numerous 
body of men: how it would relieve all 
thoſe who want to ſell a few farms to marry 
their daughters, or to put their ſons into 
trade. 

« Would it not be better for your Lord- 
ſhip to conſider how you can pay off the 
National Debt NOW ; before it is too late, 
while it is in the power of the Nation to do 
it, than for government to puzzle them- 
ſelves ſome years hence, to pay the accumu- 
lated intereſt, when your riches are flown 
away, when your inhabitants have emi- 
grated, when your diſtant dominions are 
torn from you, and all is confuſion, ruin, 
and deſolation ? 

« One objection deſerves ſerious conſide- 


ration; which is, that if ſo much money 


ſhould be paid at once into the hands of 
private perſons, it would fall intereſt too 
low. But ſurely it is eaſily anſwered, by 
ſaying, that this would be a happy ſituation, 
a defirable, even a glorious period for this 
Country. For, ſhould intereſt fink one full 
half, or full even to two per cent. would 
not employment for the Poor, and riches 
to the State, ariſe out of this reduction? 


If 


. 


( 33 ) 

If gentlemen will ſeriouſly confider, they 
will find that no injury is done to any 
perſon whole intereſt is diminiſhed, if his 
principal, which at this preſent hour is in 
danger of being loſt; ſhould be ſecured to 
him for ever; and he ſhall be enabled to 
buy more with three, or even with two 
per cent; than He can now purchaſe with 
five per cent. But I can ſcarce believe that 
this would happen ; for if lenders would be 
increaſed, ſo would borrowers likewiſe. It 
ſeems as if half the Debt would be paid in 
ſpecie ; but that will not be the caſe. It 
may be ſuppoſed, that many landed men 
are poſſeſſed of money in the funds, and 
they probaby will purchaſe their own 
eſtates, Every man who owns the houſe 
he lives in, muſt borrow a Twentieth Part 
of the value, if he has no money;—a 
Twentieth Part of the ſtocks will be anni- 

hilated. 
After all, what does the objection amount 
to? only to this; that there will be too 
much money left in the kingdom. If that 
ſhould be the effect of my ſcheme, what 
have we to do, but to pay off ſome mil- 
a BY tions 
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lions: of the Debt we owe to foreigners, and 
to take off ſtill more Taxes? The relief I 
propoſe will, by this means, be extended 
to lan infinite degree. 

Here, my Lord, let me take the liberty 
to 0! ſaly, that I am confident the: Tax on Salt 
can well be ſpared. I heard Mr. Pelham 
ſay, in the Houſe. of Commons, that 
864,000/. was levied on the ſubject, and 
that only 300, ooo J. was paid into the Ex- 
chequer. Salt was not taxed for a year; 
and in that year, Mr. Poſtlethwaite tells 
us, three pounds were ſold about the ſtreets 
for five farthings; in the years before and 
after, when it was taxed, it was ſold for 
five farthings a pound. ls it not a received 
truth, that it is a moſt excellent manure ? 
Do not the Poor, whom we are all bound 
to protect, live chiefly on ſalted meat ? 
Does government really get any thing by 
it? I am humbly of opinion that they do 
not. The Contractor lays not only the 
Salt Tax, but intereſt for the Tax, on the 
proviſions he ſells to government, and the 
quantity is ſo immenſe, that I think go- 
vernment pays the whole produce of the 


Salt 
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” Salt Tax for the Tax on Salt alone. Mr. 
> FEden fays, this tax brings only 200,000 J. 
into the treaſury *. 

« Sir Joſiah Child has proved, that low 
intereſt is the life, the very ſoul of trade; 

5 that high intereſt eats day and night; that 

it falls with treble weight upon improve- 

' ments of land, upon the price of ſhipping, 
and the expence of navigation; and that it 
withdraws all conſiderable fortunes from 
trade to live on uſury. A reduction of in- 
tereſt will be the conſequence of carrying 
this ſcheme into execution, 

Invention has been racked for the laſt 
three years to find out taxes; and though 
they have been chiefly laid upon the opu- 
lent, I am perſuaded that they will finally 
extend to the Poor of every denomination. 

4 Mr. Eden's words, in the 93d page, are, Our prin- 
„ cipal taxes on neceſſaries are on ſalt, leather, ſoap, and 
« candles, which produce, on the average near 200, ooo. 
each.“ An eſſay on the decline of foreign trade, the 
ſecond edition of which was printed in 1750; reduces 
the produce of this tax to 150,000 J. a year. 

Should not the Tax on Beer be conſidered às detrimen- 
tal to the induſtrious Poor; and ſhould not all thoſe taxes be 


particularly attended to, if we are ever ſo happy as to be 
able to reduce taxes ? 
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For, when the owners of land find it im- 
poſſible to live comfortably on their rents, 
they will naturally take the firſt opportunity 
to mend their condition by advancing them, 
which will oblige their tenants to ſell the 
produce of the land dearer z the common 
people will then bear the weight of thoſe 
taxes, and muſt raiſe the price of their la- 
bour : thus the exportation of our manu- 
factures will be loſt; the poor will emi- 


_ grate ; depopulation will enſue; and at laſt, 


by the natural revolution of human affairs, 
land will be worth nothing. 


« If we ſhould be ſucceſsful in this war, 
and do not take this opportunity to pay 
part of our Debt—as the world already be- 
lieves, that expence, and continuation of 


taxes, will ſap and undermine our ſtrength— 


will not France, Spain, and America, have 
the ſame opinion? Will they make peace 
with any other intention, than that of re- 
newing the war when we are diſarmed? 

*« Believe me, my Lord, THis war is the 
only time to pay off part of the Debt. 


The neceſſity is apparent, and will 
convince every one. 
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« The Creditors of the Public fear to 
loſe the whole, and will therefore readily 
agree to it, i 

& Traders are now generally full of 
money, and can ſpare a Twentieth ; the 
war will make a quick return, and will ſoon 
reimburſe them. But trade will fink when 
the war is over, and this preſent opportu- 
nity will be for ever loſt. 

« Our former allies now think we are a 
bankrupt nation, and dare not aſſiſt us. 
The millions this will raiſe, if my ſcheme 
is extended as far as I recommend hereaf- 
ter, will buy their aſſiſtance; for it will 
ſhew our real ſtrength. 

=_—_ Thus, my Lord, I have, with great re- 
luctance and real fear, given thoſe ſenti- 
ments, thoſe arguments, to your Lordſhip, 
and to the Public, which would have been 
much better enforced by an able hand, 
and by an experienced head ; but which I 
thought it my duty to impart, as I am 
firmly of opinion, that no other meaſures 
can poſſibly ſave this Country from being 
infinitely reduced by the enemies with 
which ſhe is at preſent ſurrounded ; and 
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( 8. } 
that theſe meaſure will moſt probably re- 
ſtore her to the rank which ſhe has hi- 
therto held in Europe, and to her ancient. 
glory; and am with great reſpec. 
„ My Lord, your Lordſhip's 
% Moſt obedient, humble Servant, 
% ROBERT BIRD.“ 


———  ___ 


. As I have, ſeveral times, alluded to a 
Scheme in the foregoing treatiſe, it may be 
expected that I ſhould endeayour to point 
out ſome mode of carrying the buſineſs into 
execution. Therefore, though I am well 
aware that it will require the deepeſt con- 
ſultation, and the moſt conſummate wiſ- 
dom, to contrive a proper plan, I beg 
leave to ſubmit the following to my rea- 
ders; which, though moſt imperfeR, is the 
beſt my poor underſtanding could ſuggeſt, 

Let Commiſſioners of the land tax, or 
men of equal degree, be ſelected out of 
perſons of the beſt characters in every 
county and diſtrict in England and Wales. 

Let five or ſeven of theſe be a quorum, 
to diſcover and to aſſeſs the value of perſo- 


2 nal 


i 
nal and real eſtates in the ſeveral diviſions 
where they inhabit. ; 

List other perſons of gravity wd diſcre= 
tion be appointed, to examine all forts of 
proprietors of money, goods, or land, upon 
oath, as to the value of their eſtates. 

Let the penalties of wilful and corrupt 
perjury be extended to all thoſe who _ 
take a falſe oath. 

Let the owner of land aſſign that part 
of his eſtate which he can moſt conveni- 
ently ſpare, being contiguous, together with: 
a farm houſe or houſes, to the ſtockholder, 
who is to be paid in land, at twenty-five 
years purchaſe, for his ſtock at ſixty per 
cent. Let the Commiſſioners finally de- 
termine diſputes. 

When a man has a houſe and a little 
land, as a field or two, he ſhall be at li- 
berty to pay for the part he ſhould have 
aſſigned, at twenty-five years purchaſe, by 
giving his notes to the ſtockholder for that 
purpoſe, 

Every man who is poſſeſſed of land and 
ſtock, ſhall be at liberty to purchaſe the 
land he would otherways have aſſigned 


with his ſtock. 
C 4 Let 
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Let the owners of perſonal eſtates give 
their notes at four, eight, and twelve 
months, to the ſtockholders; and, by all 
means, let the government be conſidered as 
ſecurity for thoſe notes, if the ſtockholder 
conforms to the known laws relating to 
bills of exchange; which laws muſt be 
extended to theſe notes; and let govern- 
ment pay intereſt at the rate of per 
centum per annum. 

Let ſurveyors of land be appointed, by 
the perſons who are to be authorized to 
value eſtates, to meaſure and value all lands, 
where there is any doubt whether the true 
value is delivered in; and the price theſe 
ſurveyors are to be paid is to be ſettled. 

Let every perſon, whoſe eſtate ſhall be 
incumbred either with mortgage, rent 
charge, annuity, &c, &c. and who ſhall 
have aſſigned the requiſite proportion of his 
eſtate, be conſidered as owing leſs to the 
incumbrancer in the ſame proportion. 

Let all owners of perſanal eſtates be per- 
mitted to make oath, that they have deli- 
vered in a true account of all they are worth, 
except what is owing to them by ſecuri- 

ties 
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ties upon land ; but let this be diſtinguiſhed 
from a debt merely on bond. 

Where an eſtate is litigated in chancery, 
the value of each litigant's claim may be 
uncertain ; let, then, the proportion be 
taken from the eſtate, and let every claim 
be conſidered as ſo much leſs ; and let the 
court be obliged to conſider it as ſuch, 
without ſending the orator away to amend 
his petition ; and this to be done without 
fee or reward. 

Where a proportion. of land is taken 
from an eſtate, let all ſettlements for 
which that land is engaged, be conſidered 
as diminiſhed in the ſame proportion. 

Wherever there is a ſettlement in the 
funds, by will, deed, or marriage ſettlement, 
&c. &c. let the truſtees be at liberty, or 
let them be obliged, as the caſe may hap- 
pen, to inveſt the money in bank or India 
ſtock, or to lend it on real ſecurities, and 
let the option of the parties for whom 
they are truſtees, be ſecured to them, 
where they now have it at leaſt. 

If any perſon does not deliver in a 
true account of the value of his eſtate, 

and 
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and it ſhall be diſcovered, let it be enacted, 
that he ſhall forfeit one-tenth of his eſtate, 
by way of penalty ; and that the executors 
or adminiſtrators of all thoſe who ſhall die in 

| years, ſhall be ſworn to the value of 
the deceaſed perſon's fortune, in the year he 
gave in the account, to the beſt of their 
knowledge and belief: they ſhall likewiſe 
make oath, that they have ſearched dili- 
gently and faithfully for ſuch an account. 


— aa 


Before I conclude, I muſt beg leave to 
obſerve, that ſome old writers have made 


the expence of each individual amount to 


more than I have ſuppoſed it to be, Yet, 
when I conſider that the families of the 
Poor make the bulk of the Nation, and that 


each of them conſiſts of five or ſix perſons ; 


and that labour, except in the neighbour- 


hood of the metropolis, does not amount 


to more than one ſhilling a day, excluſive 
of Sundays, and that this excluſion reduces 


working days to three hundred and thir- 


teen; and that no labourer, and ſcarce any 


manufacturers, have employment for every 


working- 
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working- day in the year—l ſay, I am in- 
clined to believe, that thoſe writers who 
ſuppoſed each individual ſpent but 4 /. 105. 
a year formerly, were near the truth; for, 
as the prodigious advance of the neceſſaries 
of life is a ſelf-evident truth (as I have on- 
ly offered the prices of laſt year to your 
conſideration, and thoſe of former years 
were much higher) I think it does not 
affect my argument. In fifty years the 
price of meat is doubled, and many other 
articles are ſtill dearer; even apples and 
oranges coſt above twice as much as they 
did then; and malt liquor, that comforta- 
ble beverage of the poor, one great ſup- 
port of the ſtrength and courage of the 
ſoldier, the ſailor, and the labourer, is great- 
ly advanced. 

But if I am miſtaken, and, as it is men- 
tioned in the Spectator, every perſon ſpent 
eight pounds a year in 1711, when thoſe 
papers were written ; this, I conceive, will 
abundantly ſtrengthen my argument : for 
ſhould I have proved that the national ex- 
pence 1s increaſed twenty, or probably 
twenty-five millions ſterling in fifty years, 


from 


GA) 
from a ſuppoſition that the maintenance of 
every inhabitant was 4/7. 10 f. a year at that 
time, it will follow of courſe, that, if it 
actually coſt each perſon eight pounds 4 
year then, and the neceſſaries of life are 
twice as dear at preſent, that the groſs ſum 
which the whole Nation ſpends, is propor- 
tionably increaſed ; and the benefits of this 
ſcheme will be extended in the ſame pro- 
portion, 

Some perſons are of opinion, that though 
all men will be pleaſed to ſee the burden 
taken off, every individual will not be 
honeſt enough to pay his proportion ; but 
I cannot believe that an oath—that tre- 
mendous appeal to the Almighty, in which 


2 man calls down the curſe of God upon 


all his endeavours, and upon all his for- 
tunes, if he does not ſpeak the truth, and 
the whole truth—will be violated by many 
people. For ſuch perſons, proportionable 
penalties may be enacted, even ſuch as will 
diſcover the truth after their deceaſe. 

There certainly are men who carry on 
an extenſive trade without any capital ; and 
they may give in a fortune, This ſeems to 
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be a hardſhip. But I would recommend 
it to ſuch perſons to conſider, that the 
plenty of money which will immediately 
follow the completion of my ſcheme, will 
inſtantly increaſe that credit by which their 


exiſtence, as traders, is ſupported; and the 


reduction of intereſt will reimburſe them 
in a very little time. 

Let me not be thought preſumptuous, 
when I recommend the dangers which now 
hang over the induſtrious POOR to the ſe- 
rious conſideration of the Opulent ; to the 
Lords and Commons of this kingdom. 
They are your nerves, your ſtrength ; they 
are your cuſtomers for the produce of your 
lands; their labour ſupports you in all 
your enjoyments in peace, and their cou- 
rage protects you in the quiet poſſeſſion 
of your property in war. If I intreated 
you to ſubſcribe a twentieth part of your 
fortune, would it be too much for ſuch 
friends ? But I call upon you only to relieve 
yourſelves, to increaſe your own incomes, 
and to let the induſtrious Poor ſhare with 
you in the benefit. 


And 


( 46 ) 

And now let me earneſtly intreat every 
candid reader to conſider, that I aſk much 
leſs of him- than he would recommend to 
his friend, in circumſtances that are fimilar 
to thoſe of this Nation. If your friend 
owed 5,000/. on mortgage, upon an eſtate 
of 5o0/. a year, you would adviſe him to 
ſell 200/. a year, and pay off the mort- 
gage : how much ſtronger, then, is the caſe 
with reſpect to each individual in this Na- 
tion ? Four-fifths of your incomes are ſwal- 
lowed up by Taxes, from the revenue of our 
gracious Sovereign upon the throne, to the 
wages of the labourer in the harveſt : the 
reſources that might be expected to ariſe 
from any future exportation of our manu- 
factures, are cut off by the Complex Opera- 
ration of Taxes, by the Intereſt of the Na- 
tional Debt. Will you not redeem, will 
you not chooſe to annihilate, this burden, 
which hangs ſo heavy on your ſhoulders, 
by advancing only a Twentieth Part of what 
you now vainly call your own ? A truſtee 
might as juſtly claim the property of the 
minor's eſtate with which he is entruſted, 
as any of my country men can pretend to 
be 
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be the real owners of more than One-Fifth 
of their poſſeſſions. 

Mr. Poſtlethwaite ſaid, about thirty years 
ago, that the French would engage us in a 
war every fifteen or ſixteen years ; that they 
would load the Nation with the payment of 
an additional million for the intereſt of the 


money borrowed every war; and at laſt, 


would totally annihilate all our foreign 
trade. But ſhall we be ſo fooliſh, fo in- 
fatuated, as to fall into this ſnare with our 
eyes open, when we can fruſtrate all their 
{ſchemes by the meaſure I have the honour 
to propoſe ? If we do not ſeriouſly ſet about 
it immediately, I muſt believe that we are 
a nation devoted to deſtruction ; and that, 


Quos Deus vult perdere dementat prius. 


I beg leave to aſſert, that I do not aſk 
you to give up any part of your poſſeſſions : 
in reality, I intreat you to purchaſe a per- 
petual annuity, at a low price. Yet, where 
is the Engliſhman. to be found, who would 
not give a Tenth Part of his fortune, in this 
perilous time, to be ſecured in the poſſeſſion 
of the other Nine; —a Twentieth will anſwer 
all 


Al be N of relief. But, if you 


would inſure victory over all your enemies, 


would it not be better to go further: Shew 


your zeal againſt the common diſturbers of 
the peace of Europe, of the whole Globe, by 
deſiring government to apply a Sixteenth 
of your property to the payment of that part 
of the National Debt which is owing among 
yourſelves, and to the vigorous proſecution 
of the war. Thus you will ſupply them 
with near forty millions ſterling, a part of 
which will engage ſome foreign nation to 
attack France with all their forces ; your 
revolted Colonies will then return to their 
allegiance; your Navy, your Trade, will be 
eſtabliſhed on a ſolid foundation; and 
France, your .ancient, .your inveterate 
enemy, will be for ever humbled, Surely 
the immortal Chatham had ſuch ſentiments, 
when he thundered in the Houſe of Lords, 
to perſuade this Nation not to conclude a 
peace, till the Navy of France was deſtroy- 
* ed, her Weſt India Iſlands conquered, and 
<« her Fiſheries given up to you for ever.” 


